Filling the Force

MEMBER CENTER: Create Account | Log In

j WCAX-TV ' |
NEWS Vermonts Own

Home WCAX.com

Local News
B Email

Weather

Filling the Force
@ Filling the Force

Sports
HealthWatch
Made in Vermont
Local Guide
Business

Real Estate

TV Listings

Food & Drink
Contests & Events
Jobs

Classifieds

Lifestyle

Contact Us

http://www.wcax.com/Global/story.asp?S=7810225 (1 of 2)2/4/2008 10:50:03 AM

Burlington, Vermont - February 1, 2008

Four new Burlington police officers pledge to
uphold the meaning behind their badge.
They're still probationary-- this weekend,
they're off to the Police Academy in Pittsford
for sixteen weeks of training.

"It just always appealed to me. | knew even
before | went to high school, it's something |
wanted to do," explains Burlington recruit
Dan Campbell.

But there are not enough Dan Campbells,
BPD says. The department's struggling to
find new recruits.

"It's a pervasive problem," says Burlington
Deputy Police Chief Mike Schirling.

Departments statewide and nationwide are
competing for a smaller pool of applicants,
as federal agencies like the CIA, FBI, and
homeland security have boosted their ranks
in a big way following 9/11. Plus, the
dangers and rigors of law enforcement can
be a turn-off.

"We are open 24 hours a day, 7 days a

week, weekends and on holidays. We haven't

closed in 143 years. That can take its toll on
folks," says Schirling.
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Filling the Force

Local News More == Eyen with these new officers, Burlington still
Vt. Authorities Watch for needs at least seven more to reverse short-
Ecstasy Smugglers staffing. So the department hopes to get

applications from people looking for a career
NH Police Arrest Hit and change, even from folks with no criminal
Run Suspect justice background: English or biology

Bennington hospital to cut majors are welcome, too.

positions to save money
"We'll give you the tools necessary to be a

Teachers hope to open police officer," promises Schirling.
school for autistic

students this fall Schirling says the impact on his department

MSJ Student Charged has been longer hours and more overtime,
With Assaulting Children but that responses to incidents have not
suffered. Public Safety Commissioner Tom
Candle Blamed for Apt. Tremblay says there are 26 open jobs for
Fire Vermont State Police troopers and VSP is
already stretched thin. They're covering
more and more calls in rural communities
that don't have their own police forces.

Council to Vote on New
Chief

Search For Missing

Fisherman Continues One way police agencies are trying to
alleviate their staffing problem is by

Burlington Woman . ) L. .
increasing advertising. And groups like

Rescued

Vermont Works for Women have stepped up
Vermont Air Guard Has to provide training. That non-profit has
New Commander enrolled ten women in a law enforcement

training program starting next week. For
program enrollment info, you can visit the
Vermont Works for Women website.

Tremblay says he's also waiting for a state report for what Vermont
agencies can do to improve recruitment and retention.

Jack Thurston - WCAX News
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